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LOCAL COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR ADVERSE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS
97 Spa Crescent, Little Hulton, Gtr Manchester, M38 9TU

TEL: 0161-278 3355 : FAX: 0161-278 3344

EMAIL: info@planningsanity.co.uk : WEB:  http://www.planningsanity.co.uk
Dear Sir

We are instructed by local residents to make representation on their behalf relating to the telecommunication installation on land at ……… . You may be aware of the controversy surrounding this location, particularly as the site lies adjacent to a children's play area. Section 102 of the Town & Country Planing Act 1990 allows for the discontinuance of use of land and/or buildings and structures. If a local planning authority are minded to resolve that it is expedient in the interests of good planning and the amenity of the area.

On behalf of our clients we formally invite Stock-on-Trent City Council to make a resolution under the 1990 Act to the effect that the use of the land at ……. for telecommunication purposes should be discontinued, and that the structure and associated infrastructure should be removed. The grounds for this request are set out below.

Our clients have repeatedly brought to the attention of the Telecommunication System Operator, and their Agents the problem of children using the installation on this site as a climbing frame. Yet, the Operator has failed to take steps to prevent trespass-taking place. It is also our understanding that even the placing of 'razor' wire fencing has not deterred children from gaining access.

To support our clients assertions we attach to this letter a number of photographs, which depict children who appear to have extended their play area right into the headgear that holds the antenna of this installation. This is very dangerous, not just for children but also for trained engineers to approach the antennas so close without turning the installation off. This could heighten the potential for these children to contract leukaemia, and/or other adverse health effects. The Stewart Report and many other academic reports recommend that there should be an exclusion zone around antenna. Whilst further reports and sections of the Stewart Report accept that children are within the category of those at greatest risk.

To illustrate that even the Government consider this to be a risk, we would refer you to the Department of Health's 'Mobile Phones and Health' section of their WEB site (http://www.doh.gov.uk/mobile.htm). At 3.5 of that report they refer to the Stewart Report, and the increased risk to children.

If there are currently unrecognised adverse health effects from the use of mobile phones, children may be more vulnerable because of their developing nervous system, the greater absorption of energy in the tissues of the head and a longer lifetime of exposure. 
At 4.9 of that report the Governments recommendations relating to exclusion zones are set out:

Stewart Report

The Stewart Group recommended the establishment of clearly defined physical exclusion zones around base station antennas, which delineate areas within which exposure guidelines may be exceeded. The incorporation of exclusion zones should be part of the template of planning protocols that we advocate (1.44). 

Government Guidance

Clear exclusion zones should already be in place around all base station antennas to prevent the public from exposure radiofrequency radiation above ICNIRP guidelines. 

Whilst Dr Hyland a leading academic in the field of health effects from mobile phones sets out the greater danger that children are under than adults from the emissions from base-stations.

Paragraph 12 of 'How exposure to GSM & TETRA Base-station Radiation can Adversely Affect Humans' by Dr G.J.Hyland - Department of Physics - University of Warwick

"Quite apart from their weaker immune systems, pre-adolescent children are particularly vulnerable – as recognised by the Stewart Report - because of the increased rate at which their cells divide (making them more susceptible to genetic damage), and because their nervous system is still developing - the smaller size of their heads and their thinner skulls increasing the amount of radiation that they absorb, particularly at 900MHz.  Especially vulnerable to interference by the pulsed microwave radiation used in GSM is their electrical brain-wave activity, which does not settle into a stable pattern until puberty
.  The use of mobile phones by pre-adolescent children is thus to be strongly discouraged, and the siting of Base-station masts in the vicinity of schools and nurseries strongly resisted: financial gain must not be allowed to be the overriding consideration".
Whilst far greater evidence of the risk to health can be supplied if required, for the purposes of this initial request the above sets out the general concerns. There are a number of considerations that public bodies have to take into account when making decisions, particularly since the ratification of the European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental freedoms. The consideration of these rights have to be viewed from both a negative and positive stance. Thus, the local authority must always strive to ensure that they take continuing action, rather than simply making a decision that is forever cast in stone. Thus, if the state (in this case the LPA) fails to take action to protect the child by removing the danger, then the state is acting contrary to article 1 of the ECHR which requires the securing of the rights and freedoms within the rest of the articles.

Amenity is one of the grounds set out in Section 102 which can rightly be taken into account in resolving to make a resolution to discontinue the use of land for a particular type of development or activity. The perception held by the local community of an adverse health effect can be an effect upon the amenity of the area. If both of those propositions are accepted then clearly the way is open to determining in all the circumstances of the case is this installation one which the LPA should order its discontinuance. We argue the case is overwhelming that such a resolution should be made.

We accept that the local planning authority, if minded to order discontinuance of use,  must refer the matter to the Secretary of State for confirmation. We also accept that the LPA could be required to pay compensation to the operator. We should also point out that if any child is injured, either from falling off this dangerous structure, or from irradiation, then the local authority could be liable. These are the sort of decisions that local authorities have to make every day, and it must always fall to the protection of those most at risk over that of the financial implications.

You may be interested to learn that East Devon District Council has recently resolved to discontinue the use of a site for telecommunications purposes, after considerable local opposition, coupled to the effect on residential property. That resolution is presently with the Secretary of State for his view on whether to confirm the order.

Therefore, we urge that Stoke-on-Trent City Council resolve to discontinue the use of this site for telecommunication purposes. Should you require further information, or should you wish to meet with our team to discuss this matter further then please do not hesitate in contacting us.

Yours sincerely

Chris Maile

Planning Director







�  This is because the multi-frame repetition frequency of 8.34Hz and the 2Hz pulsing that characterises the signal from a phone equipped with the energy-saving discontinuous transmission (DTX) mode (which becomes active during listening) lie in the range of the alpha and delta brain wave activities, respectively.  The fact that these two particular electrical activities are constantly changing in a child until the age of about 12 years, when the delta-waves disappear and the alpha rhythm is finally stabilised, means that a child’s brain must be anticipated to be doubly vulnerable to interference from the GSM pulsing.








